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placed at our disposal, the only remaining portion of the
tribe, which, up to thnt period, had been independant of our
authority ; and we can hardly doubt, that the same ameliora-
tion, which has attended British influence, in the other
countries described in this report, will operate with an
equally beneficial effect, on the rude tribes of this elevated
region.

80th, When we contrast our present advanced position on
the eastern frontier, with that which we occupied before the
Burmese war, it is impossible not to perceive, that the acquisi-
tion of th^ several   countries in that quarter,   has given a
degree of security to our more ancient  possessions, which
they never before enjoyed; and has placed in our hands, all
those avenues of admission to the fertile districts of Bengal,
through which they were invaded, by the  forces of an arro-
gant and unfriendly power.     A consolidation of territory,
embracing the several states of Assam, Cachar, Jynteeah,
Cossyah, and Arracan, has given additional strength to a
frontier, which as long as  they remained subject to the
weak and imbecile rule of their native princes, constantly
exposed us to the danger of  collision with the  ambitious
power beyond them : their  commerce, which at one time
had been most flourishing, was either altogether destroyed,
or so seriously hampered, by the extortions of the agents
through whom it was conducted, that it had become almost
extinct; and so strong was the sense entertained by one of
the ablest statesmen India ever possessed,  of the weakness
of our former position, that the Marquis of Hastings was
compelled to submit to the insolence of the Court of Ava,
rather than incur the risk of resenting it by a war, waged
on a frontier of which we were then profoundly ignorant.

81st. In Assam, and Arracan, many most serious obstacles
opposed the introduction of a more equitable administration,
of affairs than had prevailed under the sway of the Burmahs;
'and the influential men of those countries, who had lived upon
peculation and extortion, were opposed to a system of
Government, which, professing to dispense justice with an
impartial hand, admitted of no contra! beyond that of the law,